
GCISD Parents,

Following changes at the statewide level and in order to best serve our students, GCISD is currently
reviewing human sexuality instruction in our district and seeking parent input. This letter will
explain recent changes in state law related to human sexuality instruction, highlight current
practices, and explain how GCISD parents can help guide our District's approach going forward.
Parents will then receive a survey on April 27, 2022, to provide input intended to assist the District
with next steps.

Texas has adopted curriculum standards for use in all of the state's public schools. The current
standards, which outline what students are to learn in each course or grade, are called Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and are adopted by the State Board of Education. The TEKS
include standards  for reproductive and sexual health beginning in the fourth grade. Use this link to
view the state’s reproductive and sexual health standards by grade.

The current GCISD instructional plan for human sexuality includes supplemental resources
reviewed and recommended by the GCISD SHAC and approved by the GCISD Board of Trustees.
Components of the plan have been in place since 2008 and were updated in 2016. This link provides
information by grade of the TEKS required, the programs used, and an overview of GCISD’s
instruction.

House Bill 1525, which was approved by the Texas Legislature and signed into law by the Governor
in 2021, changed some of the requirements for Health and Wellness Plans in the Texas Education
Code, as well as health education, which includes human sexuality instruction. Under House Bill
1525, students will only receive instruction related to human sexuality if their parents opt in to the
instruction.  This must occur through a separate notice and permission each time the content is
addressed.

In addition, the Texas Education Agency released one approved health textbook for local
consideration of adoption for the first time since 2004. GCISD is in the process of considering
approval of this textbook for adoption. The textbook includes content aligned to the required TEKS
in human sexuality instruction.

The new law requires the Board of Trustees to adopt a policy regarding human sexuality instruction
and adopt a resolution if it wishes to change the instructional plan. The survey that GCISD is asking
parents to complete will  provide data to GCISD Trustees to determine if a new instructional plan
needs to be explored. Parents’ participation in this survey will help ensure that any changes to
human sexuality instruction reflect community sentiment. While we recognize that there is a
diversity of viewpoints on this topic, the GCISD Board of Trustees believes parental feedback should
help guide the District’s next steps.

We want to provide adequate time for parents and guardians to make informed decisions when
completing the survey. We therefore encourage parents to review this information about the

https://www.gcisd.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_96229/File/Departments/Health%20Services/School%20Advisory%20Council/Health%20TEKS%20Chapter%20115.pdf
https://www.gcisd.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_96229/File/Departments/Health%20Services/School%20Advisory%20Council/Health%20TEKS%20Chapter%20115.pdf
https://www.gcisd.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_96229/File/Departments/Health%20Services/School%20Advisory%20Council/GCISD%20Health%20Instructional%20Plan%20Overview.pdf
https://www.gcisd.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_96229/File/Departments/Health%20Services/School%20Advisory%20Council/GCISD%20Health%20Instructional%20Plan%20Overview.pdf
https://www.gcisd.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_96229/File/Departments/Health%20Services/School%20Advisory%20Council/GCISD%20Health%20Instructional%20Plan%20Overview.pdf
https://www.g-w.com/essential-health-skills-hs-2023
https://www.g-w.com/essential-health-skills-hs-2023


requirements and programs used in each grade.  Each parent/guardian will receive the survey on
April 27, 2022. In addition to the information linked above, all publishers GCISD is currently using
as a resource, or planning to adopt, will be available for review online. We hope this information will
help parents understand both current practices and potential changes.

You  may  preview the survey questions at this link. Thank you for taking the time to share your
thoughts about the future of this instruction in our District. Information gained from the survey will
be available to the community once the survey window closes. If you have any questions, please
contact gcisd.survey@gcisd.net.
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